
 

 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

BY HIS EXCELLENCY 

NED LAMONT 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 7OO 

PROTECTION OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

AND RESPONSE – PROCEDURES FOR LOCAL APPOINTMENTS AND ELECTIONS 

REQUIRING IN-PERSON VOTE 

 

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, I issued a declaration of public health and civil preparedness 

emergencies, proclaiming a state of emergency throughout the State of Connecticut as a result of 

the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak in the United States and Connecticut; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to such declaration, I have issued forty-one (41) executive orders to suspend 

or modify statutes and to take other actions necessary to protect public health and safety and to 

mitigate the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic; and 

 

WHEREAS, COVID-19 is a respiratory disease that spreads easily from person to person and 

may result in serious illness or death; and 

 

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization has declared the COVID-19 outbreak a pandemic; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the risk of severe illness and death from COVID-19 is higher for individuals who 

are 60 or older and for those who have chronic health conditions; and 

 

WHEREAS, to reduce the spread of COVID-19, the United States Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention and the Connecticut Department of Public Health (DPH) recommend 

implementation of community mitigation strategies to slow transmission of COVID-19, including 

cancellation of gatherings of ten people or more and social distancing in smaller gatherings; and 

 

WHEREAS, public health experts have determined that it is possible to transmit COVID-19 even 

before a person shows symptoms and through aerosol transmission; and 

 

WHEREAS, the close contact and high attendance required for in-person voting through town 

meetings and elections increases the risk of transmission of COVID-19 for voters, town officials 

and the community at large while the number of infections remains relatively high; and 

WHEREAS, the election of local officials, and the right of voters to choose their representatives 

in a safe and predictable manner is a fundamental to our democratic form of government. 

 



 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, NED LAMONT, Governor of the State of Connecticut, by virtue of the 

authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the State of Connecticut, do hereby 

ORDER AND DIRECT: 

 

1. Procedures for Local Appointments and Elections Requiring In-Person Vote.  

Notwithstanding Title 7 of the Connecticut General Statutes, Section 10-46 of the 

Connecticut General Statutes, or any special act, municipal charter, ordinance, bylaw or 

resolution, or any plan of reapportionment approved pursuant to Section 10-63l et seq. of 

the Connecticut General Statutes (“Law”) that conflicts with this Order, in any municipality 

where the town meeting, annual town meeting, district meeting or other meeting of electors 

or voters (“applicable municipal authority”) is the authority for appointing or electing 

members or officials to any municipal or regional governmental office, board, agency, 

commission or quasi-municipal corporations (“municipal or regional governmental entity 

or quasi-municipal corporation”), all deadlines or timeframes for electing such members 

or officials or making such appointments requiring approval by a town meeting or election 

that are scheduled to occur prior to June 9 for the purpose of nominating candidates or prior 

to June 30 for the purposes of electing, nominating or appointing such members or officials, 

shall be suspended and such town and district or town meetings or elections shall be held 

as follows: 

 

a. Any district or town meeting required by Law for the purposes of nominating but 

not electing or appointing candidates shall be held on June 9, 2020, and no other 

business may be conducted at such meeting. 

 

b. Any election, and any district or town meeting required by Law for the purposes of 

electing or appointing members or officials to any municipal or regional 

governmental entity or quasi-municipal corporation, including nomination of 

candidates, if applicable, shall be conducted between June 27 and June 30, 2020, 

and no other business shall be conducted at such election or district or town 

meeting. 

 

c. The officials responsible for administering any such district or town meetings, 

elections and nominations shall use their best efforts to conduct such proceedings 

using remote means in accordance with the open meeting provisions of Executive 

Order No. 7B, while also implementing measures to safeguard the integrity of the 

process.  If it is determined that any such district or town meeting or election cannot 

be conducted safely and accurately by remote means, officials shall take all 

reasonable measures to protect the public health, including consulting with local or 

state public health officials and conducting such meeting or election in a way that 

significantly reduces the risk of transmission of COVID-19. 

  



 

 

d. Nothing in this order shall permit any election or meeting that is already scheduled 

or required by current law to be scheduled after June 30, 2020 to be held earlier 

than its currently scheduled date or the time frame required by current law. 

The term “municipal or regional governmental entity or quasi-municipal corporation” shall 

include, but not be limited to regional boards of education, municipal boards and 

commissions (including town, city or borough, whether consolidated or unconsolidated), 

any village, school, special services or special taxing districts as defined under Section 7-

324 of the Connecticut General Statutes, any regional water or resource recovery authority 

or any other political subdivision of the state or of any municipality. This Order shall not 

apply to elections conducted under Title 9 of the General Statutes, other than as specified 

under Section 10-46(c). 

Unless otherwise specified herein, this order shall take effect immediately and remain in effect for 

the duration of the public health and civil preparedness emergency, unless earlier modified, 

extended or terminated. 

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut, this 14th day of May, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

Ned Lamont  

       Governor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By His Excellency’s Command 

 

 

__________________________ 

Denise W. Merrill 

Secretary of the State 


